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The Northwestern College of Law z
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By JAMES W. GANTENBEIN

There is no one in the school, | sup-
pose, who does not know that the North-
western College of Law is a direct
descendant of the old Portland University
of Oregon Law School, and so it will not
be necessary to explain why a chronicle
of the development of our school natur-
ally carries us back to the rather pictur-
esque story of our ancestor.

It was in 1884 that the University of
Oregon organized a department of law,
which was placed in this city, and this in-
stitute was the oldest school of law west
of the Rocky mountains with the excep-
tion of Hastings College in California.
Richard Thornton, a distinguished legal
scholar and authority on Blackstone, was
elected the Dean, and he associated with
him such jurists as Judges Deady, Whal-
ley, Northrup and Gilbert—all active and
illustrious pioneers of the Oregon Bar. In
these early days, the course of study em-
braced only two years with three hours a
week. The classes were very small, meet-
ing for some time around a table. The
first class to graduate was that of 1886,
which included two members, George M.
Hoyt, now deceased, and John M. Pittin-
ger. Gradually the school expanded, en-
larging the faculty. The number of hours
a week was increased to six, and in 1906,
the course of study was increased to cover
three years. In 1903, Professor Thornton
resigned and Calvin U. Gantenbein was
chosen Dean, continuing in that capacity
until the removal of the law department
to Eugene. The latter event followed the

decision of the regents and faculty of the
State University to bring together th=
various schools, with the exception of the
medical school onto the campus, and the
law department in Portland discontinued
at that time. It was felt by many, how-
ever, that there was a field in Portland for
such a school, and the Northwestern Col-
lege of Law was formed as a private insti-

“tution with Judge Gantenbein as the Dean
and with virtually the same faculty as had
served in the former school. The first
graduating class of the Northwestern Col-
lege of Law was that of 1918, the class of
1916 and 1917 going out as under the
University of Oregon, as they had started
their courses while the school was under
the State University.

In turning back over the history of the
school, one cannot escape two noteworthy
aspscts. One of these is the faculty, which
startad with the most distinguished mem-
bers of our early Bar and continued
through all its years with the leaders in
Portland’s legal profession—men whose
lofty and inspiring personalities have been
the true guides of hundreds of successful
men and women. The second conspicu-
ous characteristic is the students them-
selves. | doubt whether any evening law
school in the country can boast of so
many graduates in proportion to its size,
who have attained prominence in their
communities. One of the many interest-
ing classes was that of 1892. Among its
graduates are men whom we hear of every
day, including Dan J. Malarkey, John F.
Logan, Russell E. Sewell, Austin F. Flegel
and Thomas G. Greene. Says one of the
graduates of the old class: ““The members
of the class of ‘92 have been rather clan-
nish, and have had a good deal of plea-
sure in their associations. Personally, 1|
think the class spirit is a very favorable
thing to develop in the school. Most of
the members of our class were paying
their own expenses and were employed
full time in some other work, and it was
rather a serious problem to graduate from
the law school.”

Some of the other prominent members
of the school up to 1900, most of whom
are still living, are Arno W. Dosch, who
as Arno Dosch-Fleurot has won interna-
tional fame as a newspaper and magazine
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correspondent in Russia and other Euro-
pean countries; Charles A. McNary,
United States Senator from Oregon, and
John P. Kavanaugh, Earl C. Bronaugh,
Calvin U. Gantenbein, William N. Gatens,
George Tazwell, Otto J. Kraemer, Fred L.
Olson, and John Van Zante, all of whom
have occupied the Bench in this sity. Also
D. A. Grout, Portland's superintendent of
public schools, Julius Meier, manager of
the Meier-Frank Company, Harvey E.
Lounsbury, General Freight Agent of
O.-W., R. & N. Company, A. C. Spencer,
general attorney of O.-W. R. & N. Com-
pany, Raymond Jubitz, secretary Security
Savings and Trust Company, George
Lawrence, president of the George Law-
rence Company, Arthur L. Veazie, an
authority on real property law, H. ].
Schulderman, ex-corporation commission-
er, Thomas McCusker, manager Manufac-
turers and Merchants Association, Clar-
ence H. Gilbert, ex-president Multnomah
Bar Association, Charles J. Schnabel, for
twenty years treasurer of Oregon Bar As-
sociation, Willlam T. Muir, Francis M.
Mulkey, Thaddeus W. Vreeland, Walde-
mar Seton, Isaac Sweet and many others.

An interesting feature of the Com-
mencement Exercises of the early classes
was the reading of original theses by the
graduates. “‘The class of '92,” records
one of the graduates, ““was the last class,
I believe, in which the students were re-
quired to write theses. Prior to that time
the classes were comparatively small, and
each member of the class wrote a thesis
and read or delivered it at the graduation
exercises at Fugene. On account of the
size of this class it was decided to select
three members of the class who would
write and read their theses, and some dif-
ficulty arose over the selection of the per-
sons who were to be honored with this
duty. At the time, | recall, it was the
source of some contention.”

The old Bar examinations were largely
oral, being given before the Supreme
Court. Shortly after the change, an event
occurred which seems to have caused
quite a stir among the class of '97. “The
examination before the Supreme Court,”

comments a member of the class, “was
fraught with considerable anxiety to our
class for the reason that a graduate of the
preceding class had the temerity, when
speaking before the Bar Association a few
weeks after his admission to criticize the
Supreme Court for passing on the exam-
ination papers of an entire class in one
night (which they then did), and he as-
serted that it was a physical impossibility
for the court to give careful consideration
to so many papers in so short an interval.
The result of his criticism was that we
were on the anxious seat for more than
a week.”

The schoot grew rapidly during the
firs years of the century, and at the time
of the change in 1915, had enrolled close
to three hundred students. The war, of
course, hit the attendence very hard, and
in the year 1917-18, the enrollment was
very low. Since 1918, however, the
school has been gradually but steadily
gaining in numbers and scholarship, and |
think, too, in good fellowship and co-op-
eration. This last year a broad stride was
made in bringing up the standard of work
to that of the better day schools when the
course was increased to four years with
nine, instead of six, class hours a week.

] cannot pass over the later develop-
ment of the school without mentioning a
few of the more recent graduates who by
their own success have done much to hold
high the prestige of the school established
during its infancy. Among this group
may be mentioned James G. Wilson, an
attorney of high standing at the local bar,
W. B. Shively, attorney for Portland
Reatly Board, Walter H. Evans, Circuit
Judge and ex-District Attorney for Mult-
nomah County, Clarence H. Hotchkiss,
U. S. Marshall, H. H. Herdman, ex-prin-
cipal Washington High School, Hopkin
Jenkins, Principal Jefferson High School,
Chester A. Sheppard, Bert E. Haney, ex-
U. S. District Attorney, Nehemiah Moses-
sohn, Malcolm H. Clark, Martin W.

Hawkins, District Judge, Kenneth L. Fen-
ton, Franklin F. Korrell, James F. Alex-
ander, and Leslie E. Crouch, all prom-
inent attorneys, Carlton E. Spencer, Reg-
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istrar, University of Oregon, George L.
Koehn, formerly Professor of History at
Reed College, Nettie M. Rankin, and L. J.
Vandenberch, famous African explorer.

No attempt has been made to chronicle
the achievements of recent graduates of
the Northwestern College of Law. These
are beginning to establish themselves in a
satisfactory manner. One is District at-
torney of Columbia County, another is
the president of a large mortgage com-
pany in this city, and others are achieving
recognition in the legal profession. The
ourpose of this article is merely to ac-
guaint the present student body with those
who have gone before. As a rule it takes
at least ten years for a lawyer to establish
himself, and as the oldest graduates of the
present school have been out scarcely ten

years there is little doubt that they will

live up to the standard set by their
predecessors.

All history tempts interpretation. To
me the one outstanding lesson to be de-
rived from the story of our school is that
earnestness of study is an enormous fac-
tor in the making of a lawyer. Certainly
the students of this institution have lacked
many of the conveniences and luxuries of
the students of large day schools, such as
the association of a beautiful campus and
the satisfaction of leisurely study; but in
one respect, at least, they worked under
opportunities not usually afforded by day
law schools, and that is the seriousness of
purpose which ordinarily affixes itself to
a group of students who are compelled to
work during most of the day and attend
school and study at night. An up-hill
struggle is not pleasant, but glorious must
be the satisfaction of looking back over
the experience, as does a member of the
class of 1896: “‘Possibly, if | had realized
the magnitude of the task I set for myself
when | commenced the study of law under
the circumstances which I did, [ might not
have undertaken it, as during my studies

[ had no time to devote to my family, and
I am frank to admit that if it had not been
for a standard which I have set, which is
never to acknowledge defeat, | might
have quit cold. However, there is com-
pensation in the pride of accomplishment,
and as | now look back over the strenu-
ousness of the task, the achievement was
worth the effort, as are all accomplish-
ments that tend toward the improvement
of the mental or physical faculties, for
there is nothing lost in life save wasted
effort.”” Nor can | pass over the assertion
of a very successful woman teacher who
went out with the class of 1914: “In
earnestness, | would not trade the years
| spent studying law for any other equal
number of years that I have or could have
spent in any other study. Not only has
the knowledge of law been of great serv-
ice to me, and indirectly to others | have
been able to serve, but the broadening
and inspiring influences of my experiences
as a student of law and a teacher of law
have been of immeasurable value and
pleasure to me.”” And lastly I wish to
quote one of Oregon's distinguished
judges: ““I have no doubt but that my ex-
perience was about like that of the great
majority of the young men now attending
the college. [ found it extremely difficult
to carry on my day’s work and do justice
to my studies at night; neither was it easy
to give up three nights a week, but I do
not now regret having done so, because |
must acknowledge that the help given me
in your institution was the major factor
contributing toward whatever advance-
ment | may have made since then.”

| hope that the time will never come
when the Northwestern College of Law
looks back upon its interesting past for
the purpose of entrenchment—I hope that
it will continue to progress, never con-
tented, but looking always for further op-
portunities to serve and improve the legal
profession.
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