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Oregon Intellectual Property Network

Guidelines
Mission Statement
To produce articles written by Lewis & Clark law students on current intellectual property issues in collaboration with members of the IP Section of the Oregon State Bar.

Participation benefits students through the publication of their article and their experience working with an IP attorney.  Students can then use their article as a writing sample for potential employers. Additionally, participation creates networking opportunities, increases knowledge of IP law, and helps build the student’s professional reputation.  A positive experience writing for OIPN will ideally help students choose their career path.

Participating attorneys are benefited by the publication of articles that address unsettled issues or changes in IP law.  Additionally, advising law students is a valuable service to the legal profession.

Student and Attorney Pairing
After the first OIPN meeting of the semester all interested students should complete a participation form.  The participation form will detail OIPN’s requirements, and will allow the student to request an advisor with a particular IP specialty or area of interest.  Alternatively, students may list an IP attorney they would like to be their advisor.

OIPN will recruit local IP attorneys from the OSB IP Executive Committee and through announcements at IP Section events.  These attorneys should also complete a separate participation form.  

Students will be required to report on their advisor-student pairing and writing progress at least two times before they submit their final draft.  Progress reports should include how many times they have met with their advisor and should update the Board with any changes to their topic or schedule.

Article Topics and Specifications
Articles can be about current issues in trade secret, copyright, trademark, or patent law.  Article topics can be proposed by the advisor-student pair or by a professor. However, topics should not focus on a specific research need for any active client matter of the advisor.  

Articles should be approximately 4-6 pages, double-spaced.  This is a suggested page-range, and can be extended if necessary.  Citations should be in ALWD format, and appear as endnotes (this is compatible with Wikipedia format).

Final Draft Submission and Editing
Once a student has submitted their final draft to the Board it will be reviewed by all of the Board members, as well as two student Article Editors.  Students will edit for clarity, consistency, basic grammatical errors, and to make sure all endnotes are in proper ALWD format.  Authors will be provided an opportunity to accept or reject changes to their article.  If a student rejects enough of the Board’s edits, the article may not be published on the OIPN website.

Publication on Website
OIPN will post completed articles on the OIPN website.  Articles will be indexed by author name, article title, and year of publication.  OIPN will assist and encourage students to post their completed articles to Wikipedia, as a service to the legal profession.

An email alert will be sent twice a year to students on the IPSO email list and attorneys on the OSB IP Section email list, notifying them of new articles.  The OIPN website may be updated more frequently, as students will have flexibility to post completed articles based on their schedule.  Interested students and attorneys may be able to subscribe to an email list so they can be notified every time the webpage is updated.

Schedule
Students and attorneys may submit articles according to the schedule below, or according to an alternate schedule, as long as it is submitted to the Board one week after advisor-student pairing.  A typical schedule will take about 16 weeks.

	
	Fall Semester Schedule
	Spring Semester Schedule

	Student-Practitioner Pairing
	By the first week of October
	End of January

	Alternate Schedule Due to Board
	Second week of October
	First week of February

	Student-Attorney Update #1
	End of October
	Mid February

	Finalize Student Article Editors
	End of October
	Mid March

	Student-Attorney Update #2
	Second week of November 
	Mid March

	Final Draft Due
	End of November 
	First week of April 

	Board Edits Due to Students
	Mid December
	Third week of April

	Publication on OIPN Website
	Mid January
	End of May


OIPN Board
Board elections will be held at the beginning of April.  Any student who participated in OIPN by writing, editing, or managing during the preceding year may vote.  Board member duties will begin after the end of final exams in May, and will continue throughout the summer into the following school year.

Student Editors will be recruited at each semester’s kick-off meeting, and will be finalized as soon as the number of articles is known.  Students may serve as both the author of an article and as an editor on another article in the same semester.

