Editing for SENTENCE CLARITY

Make changes that improve the clarity of the following sentences referring to principles on the inside front cover or PSM.*

1. Slaves were portrayed or stereotyped as lazy even though they were the main 

labor force of the South. 

2. Daniel is employed at a rehabilitation center working as a physical 

therapist. 

3. Sylvia very hurriedly scribbled her name and phone number on the back of a 

greasy napkin. 

4. The town of New Harmony, located in Indiana, was founded as a utopian 

community. 

5. We will file the appropriate papers in the event that we are unable to meet 

the deadline. 

6. There is another videotape that tells the story of Charles Darwin and 

introduces the theory of evolution.

7. It is imperative that all police officers follow strict procedures when 

apprehending a suspect. 

8. The financial analyst claimed that because of volatile market conditions she 

could not make an estimate of the company's future profits. 

9. When Rosa Parks was resistant to giving up her seat on the bus, she became a 

civil rights hero. 

10. The transformer was struck by lightning, plunging us into darkness. 

11. In combat the soldiers were brave but sometimes foolish because of poor

training, lack of confidence, and having little experience. 

12. Many states are reducing property taxes for homeowners and extend financial 

aid in the form of tax credits to renters.

13. One week our class met to practice rescuing a victim trapped in a wrecked 

car. You were graded on your speed and your skill. 

14. A police officer is often criticized for always being there when they aren't 

needed and never being there when they are. 

15. For most drivers who have a blood alcohol concentration of .05 percent 

increase their risk of causing an accident. 

16. Although the United States is one of the wealthiest nations in the world, 

but almost 20 percent of American children live in poverty. 

17. Under the revised plan, the elderly, who now receive a double personal 

exemption, will be abolished. 

18. The robber was described as a six-foot-tall man with a mustache weighing 150 

pounds. 

19. Upon entering the doctor's office, a skeleton caught my attention. 

20. After completing seminary training, women's access to the pulpit has often 

been denied. 

*Principles of sentence clarity

1. Tighten wordy sentences (eliminate all unnecessary words              
and phrases). 

2. Prefer active verbs.

3. Balance parallel ideas.

4. Add needed words.

5. Eliminate confusing shifts.

6. Untangle mixed constructions.

7. Repair misplaced and dangling modifiers.

8. Provide some variety.

9. Find and maintain an appropriate voice.
