ANSWER KEY

Proof Reading Quiz

The following nine sentences are correct as written:

4,  6,  12,  15,   21,  30,  38,  39,  42

Here are corrections for the rest:

1. High levels of air pollution damage the respiratory tract. 

2. The slaughter of pandas for their pelts has caused the panda population to decline drastically. 

3. Jill's natural ability and her desire to help others have led to a career in the ministry. 

4. If a relative or neighbor is abusing a child, notify the police. 

5. Neither the lab assistant nor the students were able to download the program. 

6. Nearly everyone on the panel favors the new budget. 

7. Each of the furrows has been seeded. 

8. The board of trustees meets in Denver on the first Tuesday of each month. 

9 Of particular concern are penicillin and tetracycline, antibiotics used to make animals more resistant to disease. 

10. There are a small aquarium and an enormous terrarium in our biology lab. 

II. Our ability to use language is one of the things that set us apart from animals. 

12. Statistics is among the most difficult courses in our program. 

THE ABOVE 12 SENTENCES ARE EXAMPLES OF SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT

13. In this class everyone performs at (their) his or her fitness level.

14. The planning committee granted (their) its permission 

to build. 

THE ABOVE 2 SENTENCES  ARE EXAMPLES OF PRONOUN-ANTECEDENT AGREEMENT

15. The most traumatic experience for her father and me occurred long after her operation. 

16. The chief strategists, Dr. Bell and (me) I, could not agree on a plan. 

17. The reporter interviewed only two witnesses, the shopkeeper and (I) me. 

18. (Us) We tenants would rather fight than move. 

19. My husband is six years older than (me) I.
20 We respected no other candidate in the election as much as (she) her. 

21. You will work with our senior engineers, whom you will meet later. 

THE ABOVE 7 SENTENCES ARE EXAMPLES OF CONFUSION BETWEEN SUBJECT AND OBJECT FORMS OF PRONOUNS 

22. Which of these two brands of toothpaste is() better? 

23. If you cook, Elmer will do the dishes. 

24. Nearly everyone has heard of love at first sight, but I fell in love at first dance. 

25. Minh did not understand our language; moreover, he was unfamiliar with our customs. 

26. Natural foods are not always salt free; celery, for example, contains more sodium than most people would imagine. 

27. Forgive us, Dr Spock, for spanking Brian. 

28. Marie Curie discovered radium and later applied her work on radioactivity to medicine. 

29. Occasionally soap operas are live, but more often they are taped. 

30. Margaret Mead's book, Coming of Age in Samoa, stirred up considerable controversy when it was first published. 

31. Some educators believe that African American history should be taught in separate courses; others prefer to see it integrated into survey courses. 

32. America has been called a country of pragmatists, although the American devotion to ideals is legendary. 

33. Five of the applicants had worked with spreadsheets, but only one was familiar with database management. 

34. Some important vitamins found in vegetables are vitamin A, thiamin, niacin, and vitamin C. 

35. The trees on campus include fine Japanese specimens such as black pines, ginkgos, and cutleaf maples. 

36. Each area has its own conference room. 

37. "This is a stick-up," said the well-dressed young couple. "We want all your money." 

THE ABOVE 13 SENTENCES ARE EXAMPLES OF COMMA, SEMI-COLON, COLON AND APOSTROPHE USE

38. The drug did not affect the disease, and it had several adverse side effects. 

39. We have a large number of toads in our garden. 

40. The prize was divided (between) among several contestants. 

41. (Less) Fewer people are living in the city. 

42. She looks as if she hasn't slept. 

43. (Your) You’re on the list of finalists. 

44. (Who's) Whose coat is this? 

45. You're supposed to arrive on time for class. 

THE ABOVE 8 SENTENCES ARE EXAMPLES OF WORDS THAT ARE COMMONLY CONFUSED IN USAGE

