
A World of Warfare
Dynamics of Confl ict
in the 21st Century

 47th Annual International Affairs Symposium
Lewis & Clark College • April 6-8, 2009

General Information
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Monday, April 6, 3 p.m.
Market Forces: Private
Firms for Public Wars

Tuesday, April 7, 3:30 p.m.
Rules of Engagement: Should
International Law Apply to War?

Wednesday, April 8, 3:30 p.m.
Jumping the Gun: The Legitimacy
of Preemptive War

Monday, April 6, 7:30 p.m.
The Wars to Come: Preparing
for Tomorrow’s Confl icts

Tuesday, April 7, 7 p.m.
Black and White and Read All Over: Em-
bedding Journalists With Modern Warriors

Wednesday, April 8, 7 p.m.
Wired for War:  Technological Innovation 
on the Battlefi eld

States are increasingly 
using private military 
companies as a supple-
ment to or substitute 
for their own armed 
forces. Advocates 
of private military 
companies argue that 
they provide a valu-
able service to states, 
while critics question 
whether their exis-
tence is necessary or 
even legitimate.

Applying the ide-
als of international 
law to the realities of 
international politics 
is always diffi cult. No-
where is this tension 
more readily apparent 
than in war, where 
history is written by 
the victor, and power 
fl ows from the barrel 
of a gun. How should 
states resolve this 
dilemma?

The application of 
offensive war as a 
defensive measure 
raises debate over the 
legality and legitimacy 
of such campaigns. 
While purely defen-
sive warfare is often 
accepted as legiti-
mate, there is broad 
disagreement over the 
line between aggres-
sion and self defense. 
If a state perceives a 
security threat, does it 
have to right to launch 
a preventive attack?

The world is changing 
and so is war, mak-
ing it necessary for 
states to adopt ap-
propriate methods of 
fi ghting. Some say that 
traditional methods 
of combat will be 
inapplicable to future 
confl ict. Others hold 
that these fundamen-
tal techniques ought 
not be abandoned so 
quickly.

In recent years it has 
become increasingly 
common for reporters 
to be “embedded” with 
militaries. Some laud 
this as a victory for 
openness while others 
question the wisdom of 
the practice. Can jour-
nalists ever provide 
too much information? 
And who should be 
responsible for their 
protection?

From slings and stones 
to bullets and bombs, 
a technological edge 
in war has forever 
fueled human innova-
tion. Some speculate 
that the nature of war 
is being transformed, 
decreasing the likeli-
hood and human cost 
of war. While this pos-
sibility has naturally 
generated interest in 
technological progress, 
others argue that 
efforts to reduce the 
human costs of war 
are futile.

Andy Bearpark is the director of the 
British Association of Private Security 
Companies. He has served as director 
of operations and infrastructure for Co-
alition Provisional Authority in Iraq, as 
U.N. deputy special representative of the 
secretary general, European Union rep-
resentative for economic development 
in Kosovo, and as chief of staff to Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher.

Erica Razook is policy director of 
economic relations at Amnesty Interna-
tional USA. In this capacity, she testifi ed 
before the U.S. Congress, participated in 
international initiatives and U.N. forums 
on issues of corporate accountability in 
the technology and private security in-
dustries, and has presented at numerous 
panels, including the briefi ng of U.S. rep-
resentatives and the Justice Department. 

Geoffrey Corn is an associate professor 
of law at the South Texas College of Law, 
having spent many years as a U.S. Army 
offi cer. Within the army, he served as the 
senior law of war expert in the Offi ce of 
the Judge Advocate General and chief of 
the Law of War Branch in the Interna-
tional Law Division.

Jeremy Rabkin is a professor of law at 
George Mason University School of Law 
and was recently confi rmed by the U.S. 
Senate as a member of the board of di-
rectors of the United States Institute of 
Peace. His research interests include laws 
of national security and policymaking, 
topics on which he has written several 
full-length books. 

Whitley Kaufman is Associate Professor 
of Philosophy and Chair of the Philosophy 
Department at the University of Massa-
chusetts in Lowell.  He writes frequently 
on the ethics and legitimacy of preventive 
war for the Carnegie Council, a non-
profi t organization dedicated to achieving 
global ethical consensus. His area of re-
search is moral and legal philosophy, with 
a special interest in the ethical constraints 
on the use of force in both domestic and 
international law. 

Rodger A. Payne is a professor of political 
science at the University of Louisville and 
the author of more than 30 journal articles 
and book chapters. He has taught at North-
western University and held research 
positions at Harvard, Stanford, and the 
University of Chicago. His current fi elds 
of interest include international security 
issues and campaigns of preemptive war.

Gian P. Gentile is a professor of history at 
the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
He recently served as the commander of 
an armored reconnaissance squadron 
with the Fourth Infantry Division in west 
Baghdad. He writes extensively on coun-
terinsurgency and modern warfare strategy 
and has played an active role in the shap-
ing of U.S. strategic policy in Iraq. 

Anthony Zinni is a retired general in the 
United States Marine Corps and former 
commander in chief of United States 
Central Command. Zinni’s military 
service has taken him to more than 70 
countries, and his awards include the De-
fense Distinguished Service Medal, the 
Bronze Star, and the Purple Heart. He 
recently coauthored a New York Times 
bestselling book.

Phillip Knightley is a visiting profes-
sor of journalism at Lincoln University 
in England and serves as the European 
representative of the International Con-
sortium of Investigative Journalists, 
Washington. He was twice named Jour-
nalist of the Year in the British Press 
Awards, and he won the Overseas Press 
Club of America award for the best book 
on foreign affairs. 

Thomas Ricks is the Washington Post’s 
senior Pentagon correspondent. A mem-
ber of two Pulitzer Prize–winning teams 
for national reporting, he has reported on 
U.S. military activities in Somalia, Haiti, 
Korea, Bosnia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Ku-
wait, Turkey, Afghanistan, and Iraq, and 
has also twice been featured on The Daily 
Show with John Stewart.

Stan Coerr is lieutenant colonel, com-
manding offi cer, and director of strategic 
plans of the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve. 
He was program manager for the in-
troduction of nonlethal weapons for 
deploying Marine forces worldwide. He 
was part of the invasion force over the 
Kuwait-Iraq border on the fi rst day of op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and has been on 
active duty throughout the Middle East. 

Steven Metz is chair of the Regional 
Strategy and Planning Department and 
research professor of national security af-
fairs at the Strategic Studies Institute at 
the U.S. Army War College. He has been 
an advisor to political campaigns and in-
telligence agencies, served on national 
security policy task forces, and testifi ed 
before both houses of the U.S. Congress. 
He serves on the Rand Corporation In-
surgency Board.
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