Request for Proposal
Quegtionsand Answer sfrom Bidder s Conference Call

1. Question: What arethe specific legal servicesthat NCVLI expectsto be
provided and aretheselimited to criminal or do they include civil matter s?

Answer : Crimevictimshave congtitutional and statutory rightsinthe criminal justice system
that are independent of the state or the defense, and they have intereststhat are unique from
the generd citizenry. Thisgrant isdesigned to fund the direct legal representation of crime
victimsinthe crimind justice system. Such representation will likely include anotice/entry of
appearancein thecriminal case, active participation in pre-trial motion practice, active
participation at trial when crimevictim’srightsareimplicated, and active participation in post-
conviction proceedings, including sentencing and other release proceedings. “ Active
participation” would include oral and written argument regarding the crimevictim’srights.
Within theselimits, the chosen clinicsand their individua clientswill establishthelimitsof the
representation to be undertaken in any particular case in accordance with state lawvs and the
client’swishes. Civil representation isoutside the scope of thisgrant.

2. Quedion: Can aproposal choose a specific crime victim population, such
assexual assault survivorsor familiesof murdered children, or must the proposal include
legal servicesfor any and all victims of crime?

Answer : A proposal canindicate afocuson aparticular population of crimevictimsasa
starting point of clinic development, although the representation of those victims must be
inclusiveof al aspectsof the criminal justice system. Importantly, the proposal should discuss
how the servicesto be provided to aninitialy limited population will eventually be expanded
to abroader population. A proposal with alimited population focuswill be reviewed and
considered together with al other proposals, regardless of population limitations.

3. Quedtion: What istherole and function of the attorney hired to direct and provide
servicesfor the Project?

Answer : Applicants are encouraged to review the response to Question 1 above for additiona
information responsiveto this question. The attorney position with the clinic will be one of
direct representation for the crimevictim within the criminal justice process, including notice/
entry of appearance and oral and written argument on behaf of the crimevictim/client when
hisor her rightsare at issue. Importantly, in addition to the direct legal representation role
performed by theclinic attorney, Shewill likely also haveresponsibility for thefulfillment of
other grant goalsincluding education of thelegal profession and development of a
collaboration plan.

4. Quedion: What isthenature of thereationship with law schoolsthat you are expecting
the Project to develop?

Answer: Thereareamyriad of possible relationshipsthat can be devel oped with alaw schooal,
and applicants are encouraged to be creative and begin discussing the possiblerelationships
with their local schools. (continued)



Someexamplesof possiblerdationshipsinclude:

 Teaching afor-credit or pass/fail crimevictims' rights substantive law course;

* Facilitating afor-credit or pass/fail crimevictims rightsclinic course;

» Developing astudent intern/extern program in which students assist with intake and lega
representation, including perhaps certification to practice as students;

* Developing astudent intern/extern program in which students assist with research and writing
only.

5. Quedtion: Congdering the status of the law within a state, what isthe
quality/type of law that a successful proposal must demonstrate?

Answer : A proposal should discussthe depth and breadth of the applicant state’scrimevictims
rightslaw broadly defined. Importantly, thefocus of the review will be on the enforceability of
thoserightsin criminal trial and appellate courts. Consequently, aproposal should explain, in detail,
the standing rights of crimevictimsin terms of both standing to appear and arguein tria courts
when first asserting their rights and standing to appear and argue in appellate courtsto challenge
thedenia of their rights. If avictim cannot independently access appellate courtswithin your
jurisdiction to seek remedy of aviolation of their rights, your jurisdiction cannot support this
project.

6. Question: What isthe expected geographic scopefor a Project? Must it
bean entire state?

Answer : A proposal may define the geographic scope the organi zation sees as suitable to both
achieve all the required goals of the Project, aswell as demonstrate practices and strategies that
can be successfully duplicated by localitiesfollowing the end of the Project.

7. Question: Arematching fundsrequired for thisproposal?

Answer : Matching funds are not required. An organization may choosetoinclude“in kind”
contributionsin itsbudget, if those are deemed necessary to achieve the goalsand objectives. If “in
kind” contributions areincluded in the budget and the proposal is selected, the organization must
account for those fundsin all itsreporting.

8. Quedtion: Will proposalsfrom organizationsthat are not non-profitsbe
considered?

Answer : Proposals may be submitted by either law schools or non-profit organi zations.
A for-profit law school may apply.

9. Question: Areproposalsrequired tolist the CFDA number on the SF
4247

Answer : Proposals should include the CFDA number, 16-582, on the SF 424 form. This
information was omitted in the Request for Proposal but will beincluded on NCVLI thewebsite.
Theinstructions portion for completing the SF 424 form was not successfully imported from the
Office of Justice Programs website to the RFP document and will now beincluded with the forms
and RFP document onthe NCV LI website.



10. Question: What isthefiscal year for the grant?

Answer : The sub-grants are anticipated to be announced in late March 2005, with funding
to beginin early April. The sub-grant year will be the date of the announcement to that date
the following year: for example, an April 1, 2005 announcement date would mean a4/1/05
through 3/31/06 sub-grant year.

11. Quedtion: Can an organization which isin the process of applying for
501 c 3 status apply for thisgrant?

Answer: An organization that isapplying for 501 ¢ 3 status could already be a nonprofit, but
applying for the tax exempt status. We can accept the proposal and begin areview, with the
application for tax- exempt status still pending. The organization would have to provide
NCVLI with status reports during the review period and prior to any award. An award could
not be made to an organization that did not have the tax-exempt status.

12. Quedtion: What isthe start date for the grant?

Answer: The start date for the grant is anticipated to be the beginning of April 2005,
following the anticipated date of notification of awardsin late March 2005.



