Mellon Research Grant in the Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences for Mid-career Faculty
Our Mellon grant includes significant supplements to our research funds for mid-career faculty in the humanities and humanistic social sciences.  We have been granted $25,000 a year for each year of the grant and plan to make six or more awards annually for a maximum of $3500 each.  For purposes of these funds, we define eligibility by method rather than department, and include creative artists in this category.  Using guidance from the American Council of Learned Societies, whose mission is to advance the humanities, we invite applications for projects whose method is interpretive and qualitative, rather than quantitative.  Proposals in the social science fields are eligible only if they employ predominantly humanistic approaches (law and literature, political philosophy, cultural anthropology.)  
Research funds can be used to hire research assistants, purchase equipment and/or travel to archives or to do field work.

Here are some guiding assumptions.

1. These funds cannot be used to support conference travel unless a compelling case can be made that the “conference” is in fact a unique, research-fueling workshop.

2. Applicants who plan to travel to use archives will be asked to first exhaust materials available digitally.  We will not support applications to use materials elsewhere which are available in other formats locally.

3. “Mid-career faculty” is defined as colleagues who have returned from their post-tenure sabbatical and beyond. Associate and full professors may apply for Mellon research funding.
4. Funds will be allocated to complement, but not duplicate, other external funding.  Such funding (or application for such funding) must be declared on the application form, and may impact the internal funds awarded.  (We do encourage colleagues to seek outside funding—likely to be more lucrative than our modest grants.) 
5. Applications should come in on the Mellon research form (with attachments) for up to a maximum of $3500, with the same materials included.  An application should consist of a detailed budget, a specified time when any travel would take place, a description of the sources to be used, and an indication of the intended product as proposed in the Research Grants guidelines.  The larger the sum requested, the greater burden carried by the quality of the application.

6. In subsequent years, preference will be given to those who have not had Mellon-funded research grants before.  Mellon-funded research grants are defined as research grants that extend beyond the cap established for institution-granted research grants.  (In 2009-10, that figure is $750.) Colleagues are therefore advised to consider their timing carefully to ensure that they mount a campaign for a Mellon upgrade when they can make the best use of that funding.

7. Funds will be distributed by the Associate Dean in the same manner that research and travel grants are awarded.  If s/he needs guidance, further vetting procedures will be instituted in consultation with the Faculty Council, distributed to the faculty and noted on the Associate Dean’s web page. (For now we’d like to try to avoid further time-consuming group decision-making.)  

8. Mellon Research Funds will first be available during budget year 2010-11, with those applications due starting March 1, 2010 and accepted on a rolling basis thereafter.   Given that faculty have the greatest discretionary time over the summer, we will not reserve Mellon funds for fall applications. (Of course, if they are still available, faculty members may apply later.)  If you plan a Mellon-funded research project to take place at any time during 2010-11, you are advised to apply as early as possible.

Mellon Research Grant in the Humanities and Humanistic Social Sciences for Mid-career Faculty Application 

Lewis & Clark College

Name






  Department
Date of Request




Amount Requested ($3500 max)
Title and Objective of Project: __________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Importance of this project & its relation to the general field: ______________

______________________________________________________________________

Timeline for using grant funds:  ___________________________

Will the amount of this grant complete the project? ________

(if not, or if doubtful, give particulars) ____________________________________________

How will the results of your research be made available? __________________

Cooperation, if any: _____________________________________________________

Other Funding? _________________________________________________________

BUDGET

     

   Equipment (itemize)

____________



   Expendable Materials

____________



   Travel 



   Personal Services (research, secretarial, etc.) DO NOT PAY OUTSIDE CONTRACTORS OR STUDENT ASSISTANTS FROM YOUR OWN FUNDS.
    

   Miscellaneous (describe)__________________________________

____________    _________________________________________________________


   TOTAL
_____________________________________ Signature

Approved by:         





Date:
          






    Associate Dean

